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The Sight Line fé‘;

m  We begin the ASL workshop with an

understanding of how space is used. -
Imagine a line extending from the center of ,:_-_%

f1
the signer’s chest, straight out, parallel to '-G [ |
the floor. This imaginary line is called the <"
e |
| 7
1)

sight lie. The sight line divides all space into
the right or left side. ./-’

m  Whenever the signer turns the body, the
sight line moves with it..

18
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Ught waves do not need o maledal
medium for thek propagaton. They
an havel even trough vocum

Ught waves are Wonsverse.

have o very low. Ught woves hove @ very hgh speed of
speed of obout 350 m/s in o of 3x10m/s in
room temperaiure.

vocuum or .

I/ME

HE/SHE/IT

“I saw your father yesterday. He was driving a new car.”

“I saw your father yesterday. He was driving a new car.”




G0 TO0 MUSEUM

“Yesterday, | went to a restaurant, a movie, and a museum.”

9/3/2020

bl

g

BOOK HAVE HE/SHE/IT LIKE
“I have a book. It is interesting.”

Facial Expressions

m Facial expressions in ASL are
especially important when asking
questions. In general, when one
asks a “wh” question (who, what,
where, why, when, which, and how)
the eyebrows usually go downward.

24



Facial Expressions

Ag;za

Downward eyebrows Raised eyebrows

m Al otherquestions usually cause
ths eyebrows to move upward.

m  Thesigner must learn to be
expressive with the eyes and mouth
as well as with the eyebrows.

+ i 7= T
U L }/ v /| v A

~ Body Language

Body language is an essential
element of ASL. Information is

not only by the face
but also by the head, shoulders,
torso, legs, and feet. The head may
tilt forward, back, or to the side,
especially when questions are
asked.
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multi-directional verbs

<
P/, /‘
\
| 0 !
1 LOVE You
I fove you.
29
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i A Y
\ LS
HI W

2\ Directionality

non-

30

10



j=
™~ W
\I >
|
|\
[
|

~\ vee himhart

9/3/2020

HELP

He helps me.

| help you.

* The sign itgelf goes along the sight line fram the
signer to the watcher,

Verb
Directionality

multi-clirectional

HELP

He helps her. 9

RAN

N M is raining.

FLOWER

The flower Is growing.

“To Be” or “Not To Be” Verb

Many sentences in English require some form of
this to be” verb. Examples of such sentences
include “I am fine,” “You are tired,” Where is Joe?”
and They were not here.” There is no “to be” very in
ASL. The examples are signed, “I FINE.” “YOU
TIRED.” “WHERE JOE?" and “THEY NOT HERE.”

TRAIN LATE

The train s late.

11
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“To Be” or “Not To Be” Verb

When the signer wishes to stress or emphasize
statements, then the TRUE sign is used. The
following statement means simply that | am sick

The following statement means that | am really
sick, or | amvery sick

1 TRUE SICK
1 am really sick.

34

English
“I am going home after work.”

11218

“After work | am going home.”

12
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I'm not telling.

How To Say No

You don't teil.

9/3/2020

How To Say No

* The signer should
always shake the head
while simultaneously
making the negative form
of the sign.

13
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NIGHTS

Plurals

Often signs are repeated or
moved in such a way that show
plurality.

When a sign does no lend itself
to this kind of repetition or
pluralizing movement, then
signers use such signs as
MANY, FEW, and SOME, or they
use specific numbers such as
NINE or FIFTY.

14
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Hello

my name is

A Final Word

Articles
There are no articles (a, an, the) in ASL.

The acquisition of a spoken language involves principally

learning grammar, pronunciation, and vocabulary. Except for

pronunciation, the same applies to learning ASL. Forming
of

s In ASL. Clarity
In slgning depends upon accuracy In makingthe sign,
f the sign, flow r Ig|

the next without |erky or hesltant movements, the use

faclal expresslons, the use of head and body movements,
and the proper use of space. The only way to develop these is
through using the language with deaf people. They will
correct you when you err, and by watching them carefully you
will correct and fine tune yourself.

48
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1 LEARN SIGN LANGUAGE

I'm learning sign language.

* The sign LANGUAGE is usually not signed in this expression, so that it reads literally: “l am learning to sign.”

7 AND DEAFNESS
0 I

SIGNING

9/3/2020
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59

FINGERSPELL  GOOD CAN'T
1 can't fingerspell well.

READ GOOD CANT
i can fingerspell but | cant read It well.

fﬁ?ND DEAFNESS I

SIGNING

60
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SIGN RAPID You
You sign fast.

UNDERSTAND
1 don't undersiand.

7 AND DEAFNESS
0 I

9/3/2020
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WRITE PLEASE
Would you write it, please? SIGN How

How do you sign 7 What's the sign for
* Ask these questions by poiing to whatever it is you want to know the sign for or by fingerspelling the word.

O (@,

?

62

iGN . vE - e
£ 2 3 ¢ 2
a7y g 79 e .
Y e, B 5
I K ) ‘
Al = - MEAN WHAT SHRUG
d
e What does — mean?
To ask this question, first make the sign of whatever it is

that you want to know the meaning of, then sign MEAN
WHAT SHRUG.

- AND DEAFNESS I

63
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DEAF (A) DEAF (B) You
Are you deal?
Either way of signing “deaf” is acceptable, but deaf people use
the first one shown above more often than the second one.

SPEAK
I'm not deaf; I'm hearing.

Hearing people are referred to as “speaking” people.

; AND DEAFNESS
g I

SIGNING

9/3/2020
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HARD-OF-HEARING I

HEARING AID (C) USE You
I’'m hard-of-hearing. ©

00 you use a hearing aid?
The first two signs for “hearing aid” shown here represent
the kind of aid that is attached by a cord to a unit worn on
the body. The third kind is the type worn behind the ear.
£y

SIGNING

65

LIPREAD &

AN
Can you read lips?

HOW MANY
Haw old wers you when you became deaf?

@;}?ND DEAFNESS I

66
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™. SENTENCE PLEASE
| anjoy waiching T.V. with captions.

9/3/2020

; AND DEAFNESS I

67

zi yu MMW £ ;%?\«,é

PaST NIGHT SENTENGE  MOVIE
| saw a caplioned Bim fast pight. p— SR
1 went to.a school for onchnnmn

A £ o~
i Ll W ." 2 F"
INSTITUTE GoTo -Asf You /(/{;\ ﬁ

Did you ga fo & residential school for deat children?

GALLAUDET FIRST COLLEGE
Gallsudst College was the first m m deat peopia

» AND DEAFNESS I

SIGNING

68

) £
’F . g b ¢ # v
(e -\ [ ol fx) £ [ .
o) L : o 1Tk : )
! AN i T
ENTER SPEAX COLLEGE )/ ¥ o ENTER SPEAK COLLEGE
Many dust i anles heaing cobeges. d&.‘} y ! Many doat studeots ntas hascing colleges.
™ ‘
Gutlauder Cotlege s 0.

69
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WHAT SHRUG

What is your name?

a | 1
ﬂ 6 ( f ) E
Getting m Acquainted ™ e

FROM ERE
Whars are you umn
Ve

o cdB

Getting m Acquainted

Additional vocabulary:

HUSBAND SON DAUGHTER

4

6
Getting m Acquainted

9/3/2020
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1 DOCTOR

’; .‘ ;5 AP Addrtional vocabuiary: I'm a doctor.
A Y £ h

; 3 ; £
vo SRLC L) }s S

WORK MAJOR WHAT SHRUG

OO
Getting 3

TEACH

Acq Uainted

9/3/2020

FIREFIGHTER

The AGENT sign is often added to a verb or noun sign to indicate that one does or is what the verb
or noun sing says. Here the AGENT sign could be added to TEACH, LAW, ACT, and ART, but would
not be added to DOCTOR, POLICE, HOUSEWOFE, FIREFIGHER, or SECRETARY. The use of the
AGENT sign is optional.

Getting Acquainted

SCHOOL
0o you go o schoot?

Are you maried?

Acquainted

25



HUSBAND WIFE
My husband/wife is dead.

3 ar

ﬂ - 6 el Do
Getting m Acquainted

9/3/2020

ke
A - AV b 5
i \ v =
Ty, £ e
st A
\ VETS
CHILOREN HAVE HOW MANY
How many chiigren do you have?

S
-

o v |
Getting Acquainted ..sns.,

S
. %_w‘
[ /

MATCH HAVE
Do you have a light?

SMOKE CIGARETTE PROHIBIT

Smoking is not allowed.

Acquainted

Getting

78
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FEEL
Hew do you feei?

“Dhealth

e ALL RIGHT PN

@oon

00 you teet a8 righr?

‘
53" I
! oisGust

My siomach I upsel.
When done alone,

= this sign may also
@ E ' j mean that something
| is disgusting. Context

PAIN WHERE determines which

Where does It hurt? meaning is intended.

9/3/2020
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BLOW NOSE

I have a cold.

AUNNY NOSE

HEADACHE '

My nosa b ronny.

TOOTHAGHE i
1 have & toothache.

80

STOMACHACHE ' L

1 have & stomachache.
oENTIST
The sign PAIN may be placed anywhere
on the body to denote that you are hurt
or have a pain in that part of the body.

Ve Dhealth

d
v ASPARLN

f *Fingerspell

Have

B0 you nave aay aspirn?

At
oY |
DOCTOR MUST

1 nead & denisl/doctar.

MEDICINE uSED UP

Fes cun out of madicine.

81
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MEDICINE BuY MusT

1 have 10 buy some medicine.

| harve to take pils.

MUST NEED
You need 10 have an x-ray.
.
£3
)
‘:M’.
vl
!
- '
ORAL
TIME FOR THERMOMETER

1t's time to take your

9/3/2020

82

HYPODERMIC  MUST NEED You
You fve to have a shot.
The MUST sign may mean “need” or
“should” and is done differently
depending upon the meaning desired.
If something is mandatory, then make
one movement down. If something is
optional but desirable, then make two
gentle downward movements.

@weDhealth

UEDOWN UPTILLNOW  TWO WEEKS
1 was in Bed for two waeks.

p\

BETTER now

1 fesl Batter naw,

BoOY BREAK AHY

Were any bones broken?

* There is no standard sign for “bone,” so the statement here
is more generally read as, “Is anything in your body broken?”

83

You lost & lot of biood.

‘e rDhealth

* The signs PAST and FINISH
both refer to the past. Either
one may be used alone here,
but it is very common to see
them both appear in a
statement.

DRAW BLOOD musT
They have to draw some blood

AWEEK AGO  BODY SEARCH FInisn

1 had & physicai last weok.

* The use of the FINISH sign here denotes the
idea that | “already” had a physical last weel

84
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PAST MONTH FATHER

My tather passed away last month.

EMERGENCY VEWICLE BECKON

Gall the ambulance,
* The sign for “ambulance” indicates
the spinning red light on top of the

"
vehicle and may refer to any [‘; =h
emergency vehicle or just the flashing / o ‘\' f
red light itself. Also, instead of the W HOYFTL A

QA

sign BECKON, you may sign phone. Marwio o i s hoapie

@ve Dhealth

* The HOSPITAL sign is
made by drawing a cross |
on the sleeve. =

HUSBAND SURGERY

My husband had an operstion.

9/3/2020

85

BATH SHOWER FINISH
1 siready took 8 bath/showsr.
£

APPOINTMENT TIME

I have an appointment at two-thirty.

86

WABH HANDS (1) WASH HANDS {2)

Wash your hands.
* The above sign, shown in three
steps, is a mime of actually washing
the hands, as the sign below is a mime
of actually washing the face.

WASH FACE
Wash your face.

HAIR DAYER

May | borow your haic deyert

87
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coms LOSE

BRUSH HAIR
Brush your hair. [

@veDhealth

HOSPITAL INSURANCE

Do you have hospitalization insurance?

9/3/2020

88

IFs beauliful today.

sIT SUNRAY PLEASE

1 enjoy sitting in the sun.

Now uonNING
11 was cold this morniag. b Lad i
AR
= N, ﬁf’
4 I\
) )
% \
PAST NIGHT  LIGHTNIN
- e e GH G SHAKE
i e There was thunder and lightning last night.

30



VESTERDAY RAIN

M rainea yostorday.

RUBBER

9
i e Whare are your galoshes/rubbers?

9/3/2020

AFTERNGON  CLEAR

I hope I ciears up this atiermoon,

YESTEROAY LATE AFTERNOON  SUNSET

cLoups
Yostarday evening

AUTUMN cowo. BEST

DAY WIND (1) WIND (2) 1 Kk 3pring/summe/outum winter best.
s wingy today

Weather

€%

3 tre)
s

I

=B Gy 9

TEMPERATURE WHAT SHRUG

TORNADO SCARE ME
T'm airaid of tornados.

MOUNTAIN CHAIN 5
You have to have chains to drive f/
In the mountains in winter.

sHow MELT FINISH
Mas e snow melied?

DURING coLo

£
fag!

¥

&
Ahs

Nowt

31
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* There are no signs for “hurricane,” TEMPERATURE LESS THAN ZERO
“blizzard,” “sleet,” and “hail,” so they Tho temperature is below zero.
must be fingerspelled.

94

32
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100

101

jﬁf‘*@ 2§

&

‘e

102
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SCHOOL You

Do you go 1o schaol? Are you In school?

I

MAJOR ENGLISH
¥m majoring In English.

s 2

£ ":}

i

COLLEGE

1go 1o college.

HISTORY SCIENCE MATH
(Chemistry)

PITCHOLOGY : actT
(Thester

¢

rl“ u
B ¥t |

THERAPY
Y ART Music (Physical Therapy)

SPECIAL EDUCATION
(Special Education)

(Counsaling)

SEMESTER LESSON
=

- - £
\
e
%‘,

LESSON (rear view) TAKE UP WHAT SHRUG
Whist course are you taking this semester?

L & &

&L-,l..) % & 3

%
AGENT
t'm a student
Home Economics

* “Home Economics” is * The sign for “computer varies a
expressed by first signing good deal around the country, so
HOME and then check it out with your local deaf
fingerspelling E-C-C. people.

9/3/2020
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LAST YEAR GRADUATE 1

I graduated last year.

PREP FRESHMAN SOPHOMORE
7 a o
G
NOwW GRADUATE SCHOOL !
JUNIOR SENIOR GRADUATE

¥'m in graduate school naw.

9/3/2020

LIBRARY RESEARCH MUST

You've got to go to the library and do some research.

GO TO

STUDY LIKE
1 like to study.

CONTROL BUILD WHERE PAPER

1901 an "A” on my paper.
Whaere's the administration bullding?

sTuDY ALL MIGHT
) 1 #hudied 8 night.

POCKET POCK WHERE
CALCULATOR  CALCULATOR

(back view}
Whare's my pocket caiculalos

ROOMMATE SLEEP CANT
My roommate can't sloap while 'm typing.

% TYPEWRITER

36



QUERY
| have a question.

9/3/2020

DURING TEST TALX PROMIBIT
Wo talking during the test QUERY FINISH ou
Did you ask him? £ “?
+ The repetition of the QUERY
sign using both hands indicates TEACH QUERY ME
that many questions were asked. Tis tescher ssked me & ol of questions
N
. s =3
5 i 2 4
: A~
NN
&
- -\:r >
= &
\' /5 ;\-,.1 OPEN BOOK =
| Gpen your books.
r‘ ) 3
| do
TOMORROW A

We have a lest lomorrow, WRITE
Begin wriling.

[ \;’i \ )
Sae

CLOSE BOOK
Claze your books.

WRITE AWFUL (1) AWFUL (2) You

Your writing is terrible.
#=

155

Pw‘
1’2\\2)'\\
e

ERASE BOARD DON'T PLEASE

Please don't erase the board.

WRITE
Fiost my pencil.

37



PAPER GIVE ME LATE
You haven't turned In your paper 1o me yel.

PASS FAIL FLUNK wicH

WE TWO DIsSCUss FINISH
OUERY ME ANy She and | discussed it.

Any questions?

ABSENT EXCUSE BRING MUST

When you've been absent, you must bring an excuse.

BREAK * Conditional statements such as “When you've eaten, you may
go” or “If you're good, I'll tell you” are usually changed to
questions. In the sentence shown above, the ABSENT sign is made
with a questioning expression.

Let's take a break.

Fo&D«DRINK

EAT FINISH

[Have you eaten? Did you eat? Are you finished esting?,

1 haven't esten yel.

9/3/2020
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YOU AND | 6010 RESTAURANT
LaPs you and | go to a restaurant

S\

B USSl
COCKTAIL WANT
Do you want & cocktal?

D0 You want red or whils wine?

WHAT SHAUG
Wnat are you going Vo ordar?

9/3/2020

115

COKE

WATER

SCOTLAND (2)
11l have Scofch and water.

* Coke and Pepsi are the
only soft drinks with signs;
all others are fingerspelled.
The same applies to Scotch
and other liquors and mixed
drinks. Only Scotch has a
sign; the rest are
fingerspelled.

WANT
I want a tan CokerPepsi,

SOFT ORINK (1) SOFT DRINK (2)

Do you wan! & sot driak?

116

BEER VARIOUS

They have a lot of different beers.
{

HAMBURGER uKE '
Fllke sandwiches and Ramburgers

117
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TALL (glass)  MEDIUM (giass) SMALL (glass)

GLASS MiLK WANT
i wani a large/medium/small mitk

9/3/2020

g

EAT FINISH COFFEE WANT

T have coltes after | esl

ke It Black, plasse.

cotp HOT WANT

Il have icodmot tea.

119

orLCIOUs
Tha Iooa Is aeficlous.

COOK(1)  COOK(z) TOOMUCH
The vegetables are overdone.

* Fingerspell “V-E-G” at the beginning of
the sentence. Most vegetables, fruits,
and meats are fingerspelled.

120
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Additional vocabulary:

BACON BANANA

‘l {

BBAGE/LETTUCE  CARROT

cuicken (AP CHICKEN (A2)'  CHICKEN(3)  coconuT

% This s the sign for "BIRD.” but it is often

_used for “chicken,

POTATO SAUSAGE  TOMATO

9/3/2020

121

@@@;ﬁ' &

oAY WET

[

Scrambled. Z \
\ 2\
i
*To indicate whether you want your scrambled ‘@-‘J @,tﬁ'
eggs moist or dry, sign WET or DRY after EGG MIX, T
EGG THUMB UP

Eggs sunny side up.

g0, warren

123
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Fo®D«DRINK

T 3 oo

Supper/Dinner.

124

* The BUY sign is repeated to convey the idea “shopping”.

125

Clofhing

Ly Vs he
¢ AT

126
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WASHING MACHINE NEAR
Is there a laundromat nearby?

* The NEAR sign is done so that the hand do not actually touch each other.

9/3/2020

em e e s

* Ordinarily the AGREE sign just moves downward, but when it is used in this expression, it must move toward the watcher.

127

Clofhing

* Fingerspell BUTTON at the beginning of the sentence before the sign SEW.

128

Clofhing

EVERY DAY '
1 wear shorts every day in the summer,

1 peed 1o wash out my shirt

129
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Clofhing

=
AN A

9/3/2020

130

PLAY BASEBALL
Do you like to play baseball?

LIKE

Poa

2 5 i S
& Recrea

i

o]
on

MOUNTAIN GoTo FISHING

1 enjoy going to the mountains to fish,

PLEASE

44



PAST SUMMER

wenl camj

9/3/2020

EVERVOAY  WE EXNGET]— CANGE T8}
We wenl canosing evary day.

WAVE (3)

* It takes four signs to
express “OCEAN” -
“WATER”, WAVE (1),

WAVE (2), and WAVE (3).

/& ? Lf \
P

o]
i
PEOPLE HUNTING
Many peopie hunt in the fall.

i

134

f&. !

CRAZY HE/SHEAT
He's crazy about batting on ihe horses.

45
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DANCE LEARN WANT
Do you want to learn lo dance?

DURING LOAF D0-D0 WHAT SHRUG

What do you do in your spare time?

9/3/2020

137

-~ T
b %
B A A
W Vonrd? Sy
O 1
S/ 1
NOW NIGHT AIRPLANE NEW YORK

I'm fying 1o New York tonight.
*Almost every city has a sign, or a fingerspelled
abbreviation. Often, however, the sign is either
not common outside the state or it is the same
sign for another city in another state. For
example, Berkeley and Boston share the same
sign. Therefore, one must inquire of local deaf
people how the cities in their state are signed. A

oy N X it

few cities do have signs that are used all over the

46



NEW ORLEANS  PHILADELPHIA

PITTSBURGH AN FRANCISCO  WASHINGTON

*San Francisco is abbreviated to “SF.” And so
are many other cities. Take care with Los
Angeles, since its abbreviation can also mean
Louisiana
e

9/3/2020

ST APPOINTMENT NOT
The seals are not reserved.

139

140

AIRPLANE POSTPONE ONE HOUR
TAKE-OFF

* There is no sign for “fog,” so
fingerspell it at the end of the sentence,
after the sign BECAUSE.

The flight has been delayed an hour.

AIRPLANE
The flight has

141
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MAGAZINE NEWSPAPER (1) NEWSPAPER (Z)  WANT

Would you like & magaiine of newspaperT

9/3/2020

Buy i
Have you bought your ticket?

143

mlcm(—t) HERE u.menr PROMIBIT

JD oS

Do you know how fo use a manual shift?

48



* “RIGHT” means
but “RIGHT TURN"

A (|
H
et LerT Tumnes stor.

Make & lft urn and 8105
[* “LEFT” means “as opposed to
right,” but “LEFT TURN" is one sign.

PHONE BECKON
Would you call me a cab, plesse?

* There is no sign for “cab,” so fingerspell
it at the beginning of the sentences,
before the sigh PHONE.

9/3/2020

g

ARIZONA

CALIFORNIA HAWAI NEW YORK

o

* Almost all states are
fingerspelled using the standard

TEXAS WASHINGTON

written abbreviations such as
Penn. or Pa., N.D., and Wyo.

States such as Ohio that have
short names are spelled out.

ANIMAL ALLIGATOR (1)

ALLIGATOR (2)

BEAR (1)  BEAR (2)

BIRD (1) BIAD (2) BUTTERFLY

B0

CHICKER: SOw DEEE

49
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TURKEY (A-1)  TURKEY (A-2) TURKEY (8)

ORANGE

GRAY (1) GRAY (2)
* ASL does not have a sign for every color, so “beige:
and “fuchsia” have to be finger spelled. Colors such
as “blue-green,” however, may be signed by combing

GREEN

| the two signs BLUE and GREEN.

1

DARK CLEAR
* Varying shades of colors can be signed by using the
signs DARK and CLEAR. In this sense, CLEAR means
“light.”

149

150
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7

* This is an example of the rhetorical
question, where the signer asks, then
answers, the question. It is used a great
deal in ASL. There is a slight pause at the
end of the question-after the sign WHO in
this example-and then the answer is

* The AGENT sign is usually done
following the SENATE, GOVERNMENT,
JUDGE, and LAW signs to indicate
senator, governor, judge, and lawyer,
respectively.

9/3/2020

signed.

151

152

is often expressed in ASL by stating the sentence as a question. This requires a
questioning expression done on the BREAK sign, and then a slight pause before you sing the

consequence. The questioning expression happens with the DISOBEY sign followed by a pause.
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ROMAN KNE
CATHOLIC  (protestant) WHICH
Are you a Roman Cathalic of a Prolestant?

157

GOTO  EVERY SUNDAY
190 1o church evary Sunday.

GoTo TEMPLE SATURDAY
Jawish people 90 to temple on the Sabbath.

Do you wanl me 10 interprel the sermon?
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] Additional vocabulary:
J5

SOUL (A) SOUL (B-1)  SOUL (B-2)

160
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