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Idioms — A
Lesson 5

Gift of gab

/,

e & 9% *°® "-'-7_"'
INTe O i VLD <




» Gift of gab = Grinand bear it

» Giveup the ghost = Half @ mind

= Go to bat for someone = Half-baked

= Goes without saying = Handwriting on the wa

= Co-gette = Hard feelings

= GCrab a bite = Have egg on myface

= Creen = Have somethingdown pat
= Creen ligh

An idiom may be listed multiple times due to multiple definitions and signs that
may be possible.

Gift of gab

Give up the ghost

Go to bat for someone
Goes without saying
Go-getter

Grab a bite

Green

Green light

Grin and bear it

Half a mind

Half-baked

Handwriting on the wall
Hard feelings

Have egg on my face
Have something down pat



To die: stop going
Aftera long finess, the old woman gave up the ghost.

‘
’ I
Skill in talking; ability to make interesting talk that makes
Many candidates get elected because of their gift of gab.

\/ |

To help or support someone Be self-evident; need not be mentioned
If you are in trouble, our company wil go to bat for you. And., of course, | will help to pay forit. That goes without
saying.

Skill in talking; ability to make interesting talk that makes people believe you
Many candidates get elected because of their gift of gab. (Talk Smooth)

To die; stop going
After a long illness, the old woman gave up the ghost. (Die)

To help or support someone
If you are in trouble, our company will go to bat for you. (Support Will)

Be self-evident; need not be mentioned
And, of course, | will help to pay for it. That goes without saying. (Clear)
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Get something to eat
I'm really hungry. Would you like to grab a bite with me?

A very ambitious, hard-working person
I'm not surprised that lean finished before anyone else. She's
a real go-gefter.
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| don't think you can depend on Jack to do that job by himself.
&'s foo green.
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Approval/permission to start; a go-ahead
The bank has given us the money. Now we have the green
light to start the project.

A very ambitious, hard-working person
I’'m not surprised that Jean finished before anyone else. She’s a real go-getter.

(Motivated)

Get something to eat
I’'m really hungry. Would you like to grab a bite with me? (Out Eat)

Inexperienced
| don’t think you can depend on Jack to do that job by himself. He’s too green.

(Innocent)

Approval/permission to start; a go-ahead
The bank has given us the money. Now we have the green light to start the project.
(Approval



An inclination

When his boss asked him to get coffee every moming. he It ssuch a rice day |'ve half a mind to take the aftermoon off
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To be os cheerful as possible in pain or trouble: do something I
would just grin and bear it.

|
( without complaining

Not thought out or studied thoroughly; not worth considering A sign that something bad wil happen
or accepting iy ) X S
We wish Byron would not take our fime at meetings fo offer Bapin's employer had less and less work for him; he couid

his half-baked ideas. read the handwrifing on the wall and looked for another job.

To be as cheerful as possible in pain or trouble; do something without complaining
When his boss asked him to get coffee every morning, he would just grin and bear
it. (Suffer Accept)

An inclination
It’s such a nice day I've half a mind to take the afternoon off work. (Mulling Over In

your Head)

Not thought out or studied thoroughly; not worth considering or accepting
We wish Byron would not take our time at meetings to offer his half-baked ideas.
(Divide Body)

A sign that something bad will happen
Bapin’s employer had less and less work for him; he could read the handwriting on
the wall and looked for another job. (Fell Bad Happen)



Anger: animosity: bitterfeelings

To be embamassed or humiliated
A:l'm somy that Jim got the job instead of you. B: | have no

I was struggling with a puzzle when my seven-year-old son
came along and did it immediately—did | have egg on my
face!

hard feelings toward him: | know that he had stronger
qualifications.

Know/understand something completely and thoroughly
| know | did well on the test. | had all the material down
pat.

Anger; animosity; bitter feelings
A: I'm sorry that Jim got the job instead of you. B: | have no hard feelings toward
him; | know that he had stronger qualifications. (Angry)

To be embarrassed or humiliated

| was struggling with a puzzle when my seven-year-old son came along and did it
immediately—did | have egg on my face! (Embarrassed)

Know/understand something completely and thoroughly
| know | did well on the test. | had all the material down pat. (Understand Clear)




ﬁ Number Idioms

ldiom Meaning
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never in a million years
'

'Wn cloud nine

S

dressed up to the nines

be in seventh heaven

at sixes and sevens

Number Idioms

Never in a million years
“absolutely never”

Be on cloud nine
Very happy because something wonderful has happened

Dressed up to the nines
Someone is wearing very smart or glamorous clothes

Be in seventh heaven
Extremely happy

At sixes and sevens
Someone is in a state of confusion or not very well organized



back to square one
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Number Idioms

Back to square one
Back to where one started

Cast the first stone
To be the first to criticize or attack someone

Get the third degree
To be questioned in great detail about something

In two minds about (something)
To be undecided about something

Nine times out of ten
Almost always




idiom

p Do
a stitch in time saves nine

take five

Number Idioms

Nine-to-five job

A routine job in an office that involves standard office hours (usually 9:00 AM until 5:00 PM

Six feet under
Dead and buried

Stand on one’s own two feet
To be independent and self sufficient

A stitch in time saves nine

Any damage or mistake should be corrected immediately in order to prevent it from

becoming worse

Take five

To take one brief (about five minutes) rest period
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catch twenty two
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Number Idioms

Catch twenty two
A frustrating situation where you need to do one thing before doing a second, and you
cannot do the second before doing the first

Two’s company (three’s a crowd)
Lovers, who would prefer to be along together than to have someone else with them

Two peas in a pod
Two people who are very similar in appearance

Two left feet
You are clumsy or awkward in your movements

It takes two to tango
You say this when you think that a difficult situation or argument cannot be the fault of one
person alone
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have one over the eight
at the eleventh hour
have (or get) forty winks
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Number Idioms

Have one over the eight
A person is slightly drunk

At the eleventh hour
It happens when it is almost too late

Have (or get) forty winks
You have a short sleep or rest, generally during the day

On all fours
You are down on your hands and knees

Feel like a million dollars
To feel great to feel well and healthy
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Y - Handshape
1. Without warning; suddenly;
Whoons

2. What's the matter? What

happened?

3. Whoal Holy Cow

Y - Handshape

1 Without warning; suddenly; whoops
2 What’s the matter? What happened?
3. Whoa! Holy Cow

4.  Practice what you preach

5 Big word; jargon

6 Not my type; not my cup of tea

7 Taking it easy; chilling out

8 Same old thing; over and over
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"FINE, YOU!"
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\ ( = (Thumb on chest, wiggle

fingers),
\' » (Ofteh used as a reaction
to something clever, witty
oy humorous),

ine, Neat, Greaii

"FINE, YOU!“
(Thumb on chest, wiggle fingers),

(Often used as a reaction to something clever, witty or humorous),
Fine, Neat, Great!
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"FLATTER, YOU“

You are a brownnoser!
You're really buttering him/her up!
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"FOR-FOR?"
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"FOR-FOR?“

What for?

What's that for?

What did you do that for?
Why are you doing that?
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- "FUNNY ZERQO"
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\' - |{'s r}@ laughing matter.

"FUNNY ZERO“

That isn't funny
It's no laughing matter.
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"GONE (ZOOM), FINISH!“

I'm way ahead of you now!
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= Holler-than-thou

An idiom may be listed multiple times due to multiple definitions and signs that

may be possible.

Have the courage of one’s convictions
Head honcho
Heads up

Hit the spot

Hold your horse
Holier-than-thou
Horsing around
Hunt and peck

If I had my druthers
In a nutshell

In black and white
In the black

In the doghouse

In the red

18
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To be brave enough to act GCCUI’dIr‘IQ to your beliefs I Person in charge: top boss .

Feiko showed that he had the courage of his convichons by Myra's ihe head honcho of the Interpreter Education
Program,

|
|
( refusing to help another student cheat on the exam.

To refresh fully or satisfy you

Ki head db ful d
i lisssi e il A cup of tea always hits the spot when you are tired.

Heads up. boys! A train is coming.

é 2

To be brave enough to act according to your beliefs
Feiko showed that he had the courage of his convictions by refusing to help another
student cheat on the exam. (Believe Feel Strong Forward)

Person in charge; top boss
Myra’s the head honcho of the Interpreter Education Program. (Boss Promote)

Keep your head up and be careful or ready
Heads up, boys! A train is coming. (Pay Attention)

To refresh fully or satisfy you
A cup of tea always hits the spot when you are tired. (Satisfied Perfect)

19



Just wait a second
Hold your horses, |'m coming!

or reverence for God
Most people find holier-than-thou actions in others hard to
accept.

‘
I Acting as if you are betterthan others in goodness, character
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Joking around Picking out typewriter keys by sight, usually with one or two fingers|
Horsing around is what my brothers love to do when they all Many newspaper reporters do their typing using the hunt and
get together. peck method.

Just wait a second
Hold your horses, I’'m coming! (Wait)

Acting as if you are better than others in goodness, character or reverence for God
Most people find holier-than-thou actions in others hard to accept. (Holier Than

Thou)

Joking around

Horsing around is what my brothers love to do when they all get together. (Play Play
Pla

Picking out typewriter keys by sight, usually with one or two fingers
Many newspaper reporters do their typing using the hunt and peck method. (Peck

Peck Peck)
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In a few words; briefly
We are in a hurry, so I'll give you the storyin a nutshell.

If | could do what | wanted/preferred
If I had my druthers, |'d stay home from work today.

Profitable: not showing a financial loss
What did you do fo increase profit and eliminate losses?
You've been in the black for two months now.

Print or writing; words on paper, not spoken; exact written or
printed form
He insisted on having the agreement down in black and white.

If I could do what | wanted/preferred
If 1 had my druthers, I'd stay home from work today. (My Best)

In a few words; briefly
We are in a hurry, so I'll give you the story in a nutshell. (Condense/Abbreviate)

Print or writing; words on paper, not spoken; exact written or printed form
He insisted on having the agreement down in black and white. (Paper Put Down On

Paper)

Profitable; not showing a financial loss
What did you do to increase profit and eliminate losses?
You’ve been in the black for two months now. (Profit)
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In disgrace or disfavor Unprofitable; showing financial loss
The studentswere in the doghouse with their protessor We have to do something to increase profit and decrease

because they showed up to class without their hemework. sses. We've been in the red for two months now.

”

I >
In disgrace or disfavor

The students were in the doghouse with their professor because they showed up to
class without their homework. (Trouble)

Unprofitable; showing financial loss
We have to do something to increase profit and decrease
losses. We've been in the red for two months now. (Not Collect/Earn Money)
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Guess the Idioms

1. Raining cats and dogs
2. Piece of cake
3. Money don't grow on trees

4. Don't count your chickens before
the hatch

5. Don't play with fire

6. Let'scal it o day

7. Apple of my eye

8. My blue moon

9. Kill two birds with one stone

10. Speaking of the Dewil

Guess the Idioms

1. Raining cats and dogs

2.  Piece of cake

3. Money don’t grow on trees

4. Don’t count your chickens before the hatch
5. Don’t play with fire

6. Let’s call it a day

7. Apple of myeye

8. My blue moon

9.  Kill two birds with one stone

10. Speaking of the Deuvil
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