
Learn the proper handshapes in American Sign Language. This workshop will demonstrate the handshapes by having the participants learn 400 vocabulary words that use 40 basic handshapes. 
Every sign has 4 aspects that are unique to that sign…Hand-shape is one.

1



Sherry Padgett’s Bio
Sherry has been involved in Deaf Ministry in her local church since 1981 as a church interpreter. She began attending the National Deaf Conferences in 2000. In 2006 - 2013, she was the National Media Coordinator for UPCI Deaf Evangelism. Sherry began community interpreting in 2007, and has become a Licensed Interpreter for the state of Missouri in 2009. She holds a Missouri Commission for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing BASIC Certification with a RCED (General) PSE Endorsement. She was employed as a public school educational interpreter, K-12 for 2 years. Sherry’s passion in Deaf ministry is to provide resources for interpreters to use to reach the Deaf with the gospel. She also has created several websites to make resources easy and accessible:www.terptime.com (CEU online workshops)www.aslfordummies.comwww.aslbiblestudies.comwww.asllife.comwww.liveasl.com
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4 Parts of Every Sign
1. Handshape2. Movement3. Location4. Orientation
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Lesson 01
Signs Using:A / A-open / B-open / B-flat / B-bent / C / C-claw / D or 1 / E
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Five Fundamental Building Blocks of a Sign
1. Handshape – the shape/formation of the hand2. Movement - signs are composed of sequences of movements and holds.3. Location - In general the areas in which signs are made are within the parameters between the head and slightly below the waist and slightly beyond the width of both shoulders. Fingerspelling takes place within the neck/jaw to shoulder height/width area.4. Orientation – Palm orientation: Down, Forward, In, Up5. Non-manual markers - "Non-manual signals” are the facial expressions that accompany certain signs. Many signs in ASL require a non-manual signal in order to be produced correctly.
Those five parameters are the basic categories. The fact that you can divide "non-manual markers" or other factors up into several smaller categories is jolly but there are still five main parameters/categories. (Non-manual markers include those aspects of body language that do not involve the hands such as shoulder movements, head tilts, and facial expressions.) When comparing one sign against 
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another, "it is the difference in one parameter that is responsible for the difference in meaning“
Handshapes are one of the five fundamental building blocks or parameters of a sign: Handshape, movement, location, orientation, and non-manual markers. I know there are those who will point out that some signs have more than five parameters but notice I used the word "fundamental?" Those five parameters are the basiccategories. The fact that you can divide "non-manual markers" or other parameters up into several smaller categories is jolly but there are still five main parameters. (Non-manual markers include those aspects of body language that do not involve the hands such as shoulder movements, head tilts, and facial expressions.) "Signs can share one or more of the same parameters.
The handshape of a sign is literally the shape (or shapes) in which we form our hand during the production of a sign.
All signs have a handshape.Now don't go arguing about how "shaking your head" can mean "no" or a body shift can mean "or." I'm not talking about non-manual behaviors here -- I'm talking about signs. Is nodding your head "yes" a sign? No. It is a non-manual marker.
Classifiers are signs that use handshapes that are associated with specific categories (classes) of size, shape, or usage. 
Over time certain handshapes have been used so often to show certain types of things, shapes, amounts, or sizes, that when you hold up or use one of those handshapes people (who know the language) automatically think of a particular category (or class) of:
Things (objects, people, animals, vehicles, etc.)Shapes (including outlines, perimeters, surfaces, configurations, gradients, etc.)Sizes (amount, largeness, smallness, relative size, volume, etc.)Usage (movement paths, speed, interactions, etc.)
The commonly recognized handshapes that are typically used to show different classes of things, shapes, and sizes are called "classifiers."
The movement and placement of a classifier handshape can be used to convey information about the movement, type, size, shape, location or extent of the thing to which you are referring. (A referent is that which you are talking about or that to 
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which you are referring.) 
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Handshape With Related Signs
1) A – sorry 25) T – tan 2) A – (open) girl 26) V – see3) B – brown 27) V - (bent V) strict4) B – (open) please 28) W - water  5) B - (bent) tall 29) X – apple   6) C – sun 30) Y – phone 7) D – dinner 31) L&I together – ILY 8) E – east 32) 1&I together – kid 9) F – cat, whiskers 33) 1 – red10) F – (open f) skunk 34) 3 – bug 11) G – thanksgiving 35) 3 (bent 3) – ticket 12) H – uncle 36) 4 – talk 13) I – idea 37) 5 – father 14) K – king 38) 5 (bent) – yell 15) L – lunch 39) 8 – light 16) L – (bent L) moon 40) 8 (open) – lucky, pity, feeling 17) M – Monday 18) N – north 
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19) N – (open n) duck20) O – none 21) O – (baby O) bill of a cap22) O – (flat O) flower (deaf nod yes)23) R – right 24) S – Saturday
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A Handshape
AbrahamAct / DramaAttitude@ (email address)BaptistBrush (hair)Crash (asleep)DangerDumbMenstruationPracticeSorryWith / Together
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A – Open
AmenAccident / Challenge / GameAnyAnointApostles / ApostolicAuntAuthorityBoast / BragContinueDrunkDepreciateEach / Every Fellowship / Socialize / InteractFollow / ChaseGirlHelpMyselfNot
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Other PagePridePromoteRememberSauceSet up / EstablishShape / StatueScienceTomorrowTumbes up / downYesterday
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B – Open
BrokeChildClean / NiceCookConvenienceDieDon’t KnowEasyEnthusiasticGood ForgotFeatureHappyHereLectureNothing / GoneNightPlan
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PleasePray / AskPaper / SchoolRunSatisfied / ContentSoluteStopTalk to the handTake offWelcome / InviteWillWarn
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B-flat Handshape
BeerBrown Bake / CookBreakfastBluntBlueBasketBelowBusyHelloInventDefend / BlockFileFrustratedOpen / ClosePush AsideSatisfy
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TroubleMittens
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B – bent
AdulteryAboveAdvanceEqualForgive / ExcuseGutProgress / ProcessLessNewTallStubbornYoung / Youth
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C Handshape
ActivityCaffeineChurchChicagoColoradoConceptCommunicateChocolateChristCupClassCharacterCousinClientCustomerCertificationChance
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ForceGeniusGiraffeGroupRadioPictureSearchStrangeSun
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C – claw
AngryAwesomeBelieveBoilingBearBalloonMadComplainFireDizzyCombDon’t wantHamburgerHeavyHusbandMess upSalad
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D or 1 Handshape
AnswerAdmonishAlwaysAnnounceCorrect / RegularDisappoint DayFalseFaceFamousFor / For ForGoalHushHappen / EventClock / Hour / MinuteMouse
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OneOnlyPayPersonPointReal / TrueRedShowSocksStarsSuccessTremble
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E Handshape
EasterEmergencyEnergyEnvironmentEvidenceEvangelismEvilEve
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Lesson 2
Signs Using:F-open / G / H / I / K / L / O / O-flat / R 
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One of the most common signing errors made by ASL students is using the wrong handshape. ASL students typically make that mistake by having their thumb out when signing I/ME and NAME. 
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F – Open
Cat / Kitten / WhiskersCoinCuriousDecideFamilyFeed BackFruitFaith / FaithfulFastFlesh (meat)IndianInterpretProfit / BenefitSoonSimpleSpiritWrist Watch
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Worth
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G Handshape
GodGossip / RumorGospelGroupGreenGuiltPea BrainThinZoom
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H Handshape
BeltBaconButterCuteEggFunHospitalNameLabelPound / WeightSitShort Time / TemporaryRabbitTrainUniversityUsher
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I Handshape
IdolImagine / ideaIfIsIsraelFinally / LastJealousSkinnySpaghetti
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K Handshape
BorrowMe & You / Two of UsKind / Type KingKingdomKeep
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L Handshape
BecauseLawLife / LiveLicenseLordLutheranThenTwenty
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O Handshape
Advice / InfluenceEatNoneOfficeOld
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O – flat
Boy / Ball CapBright / LightBuyInclude / InvolveInvestFlowerDeaf nod yesGiveGrowMoneyMove / PassMorePackNumberRepairSell / StoreShopping
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Receive / AcceptTeach
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R Handshape
CigarCurlsRedeemerReligionRepentRestaurantRespectRoman
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Lesson 03
Signs Using:S / T / V or 2 / V-bent / X / X-closed / Y / 4 / 5 
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Relationships:
8 handshape: Like5 handshape: Flirt1 handshape: DateS handshape: TogetherBent – B: Close (relationship)Bent – B: Get-AlongD or 1: ArgueFlat O to Open 5: Verbal Fight2 or V: CoupleFlat-O to X: BoyfriendOpen – A to X: GirlfriendOpen – A: SweetheartHoneyBabyD to Close-B: Fall-in-loveS handshape: LoveX handshape: Good friendR handshape: Best friend
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S Handshape
AppointmentBoldFightMakeMelonOrangeResistSaintSalvationSaturdaySlaveSupport
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T Handshape
Delete / Erase / OmitRestroomToyTimeTestifyTestamentTempleTheologyTribulation
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V or 2 Handshape
Define / MeanFuneralJam / StuckMisunderstandRead Look backSeeVictory
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Another use of this classifier is to bend the fingers; this is know as the crooked or bent V-CL. It can be used to represent a chair, or the movement of animal legs or a snake.
V – bent
AnalyzeChairProblemJourney / TravelSkateSquirrel SnakeStrictVampire
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X Handshape
Anniversary / CelebrateBonesChange / SwitchCostExamHave to / Must / NeedIngrainedLately / RecentMental NosyPuzzledQuestionRunSuspend / HoldSex / GenderTexas

33



X – closed
AppleCool / NeatWrite / Pen Rip / TearOnion
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Y Handshape
BullCowError / MistakeHippopotamusImpossibleLike / Same MeasureNew YorkSubwayPhonePlay / PartyWhyWrongYellow
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4 Handshape
DroolInventTalk / SpeakWhisperingRunning waterScheduleStripesPrison
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5 Handshape
Admit / ConfessAfraid / FearAirCheeseLadyFatherFinishGermanySound
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Learn from MY mistake! Watch this 2 ½ min video clip as I interpret a Sunday message around Christmas and make a HUGE handshape error 8 times, causing the Deaf to miss the point. 
• What is the “best gift” that could ever be given?
• That’s the “ultimate gift”.
In an effort to sign “top” and “ultimate” or “best” – the WRONG handshape was use. I used the “5” and the “3” handshapes instead of “B – open” and the “d or 1” handshapes.
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