
1



2



3



4



5



6



7



8



9



10



11



12



13



14



15



16



17



18



19



20



21



22



23



24



25



26



27



28



29



30



31



32



33



34



35



36



37



38



39



40



41



42



43



44



45



46



47



48



49



50



51



52



53



54



55



56



57



58



59



60



61



62



63



64



65



66



67



68



69



70



71



72



73



74



75



76



77



78



79



80



81



82



83



84



85



86



87



88



89



90



Right or Wrong Practice

Sign the sentences on the right side of the slide. If you have any problem refer back 
to the lesson topic on the left side of the slide.
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Don’t Fall for Words – Fall for Action Test

Sign the sentences on the right side of the slide. If you have any problem refer back 
to the lesson topic on the left side of the slide.
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Seeing Double Practice

Sign the sentences on the right side of the slide. If you have any problem refer back 
to the lesson topic on the left side of the slide.
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I.  Deaf people often feel: lost, left out, scared, mad, frustrated, confused. Deaf people are not egotistical, they are not 
shy…there is a communication barrier.  I can not establish a deaf ministry alone.  We must have someone to back us up.  
The deaf person has the right to know that every time they come, someone will be there to interpret for them.

II. Missionary learn a foreign language.  Sign language is a foreign language. It’s structure is different. It is easier for you to 
learn their language, then for them to learn yours. It is important to accurately sign the word of God, what a responsibility
on our hands.  Handling the word of God, on our hands.  When you are interpreting you have to have a foundation 
(vocabulary) to pull from and that requires study and involvement with deaf people.

III. Develop a respect for the language.  Deaf people are the most perceptive…they can tell if your just trying to show off.

IV. The Interpreters goal? You may think you are ready to be in front of the church now that you’ve had a 6 weeks of sign 
language classes? Our goal is to meet the language needs of our deaf so they can fully comprehend.  If your goal is to be 
up front…ask your self who’s getting the glory? Deaf people remember how you act, how you treat your family. You have 
to prove to them that you are trustworthy.  Deaf people watch you closely. Not that your just fascinated with the language.  
The interpreter is the communication link, many times deaf people can do it themselves an other times they can not.

V. Pride…this lifting up of man is a wrong motive.  Somehow people know when we are not their to glorify God, and we are 
in it just to glorify ourselves. 

VI. Giving glory to God when we sign its giving a direct gratitude to him…by praising him giving it back to him then it’s a chain 
reaction that leads to a beautiful expression of spontaneous worship.  (2 Thess 1:12 KJV)  That the name of our Lord Jesus Christ may be 

glorified in you, and ye in him, according to the grace of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ.  I interpret because of the anointing!  I love to feel his 
anointing. (2 Thess. 1:11) Wherefore also we pray always for you, that our God would count you worthy of this calling, 
and fulfill all the good pleasure of his goodness, and the work of faith with power:  We are fellow labors in the ministry of
deaf work.  Can God count you worthy…we should always humble our self and pray before we take the interpreters seat 
(2 Chron. 7:14) If my people, which are called by my name, shall humble themselves, and pray, and seek my face,…

VII. Sign language taught me to really worship.  We sing Hymns we don’t really understand, when you interpret you have to 
think of the concept of abstract terms.  Example: “Amazing Grace” I once was lost, but now I’m found…was blind but now 
I see. Signed literally…you were blind? When? What happen? You go hospital? They give you medicine? Not really blind, 
but confused. And “lost” I always get “lost” on the south side of town! No….what does it mean…I once was lost but now I 
see?  I was in sin, I was separated from God, but now I have a relationship.  It should be signed: lost – separated blind –
confused  see - understand.  We need to translate the concept not the words. You will never know it ALL in sign 
language.

VIII. The interpreter is representing the church.  The interpreter is a leader, not the pastor.  Is it wrong for the deaf person to 
look at you as a leader?  Are there qualities in you that you want the deaf person to emulate?  It is a challenge working 
with deaf people.
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The Role of the Interpreter Questions / Answers

• Name 3 things deaf people feel.

lost, left out, scared, mad, frustrated, confused

• How is an interpreter like a missionary?

Sign language is a foreign language. It’s structure is different. It takes 2 ½ years to 
learn the language.

• In what way are deaf people most perceptive?

Deaf people are the most perceptive…they can tell if your just trying to show off.

• What is the Interpreters goal?

Our goal is to meet the language needs of our deaf so they can fully comprehend.

• What does pride do?

Pride…prompts the glorifying and lifting up of man

• How do we give glory to God when we interpret?

133



Giving glory to God when we sign its giving a direct gratitude to him…by praising him 
giving it back to him then it’s a chain reaction that leads to a beautiful expression of 
spontaneous worship.

• How does sign language help us to really worship?

When you interpret you have to think of the concept of abstract terms.

• What is an Interpreter in the church?

The interpreter is a leader, not the pastor.

• How does God look at our mistakes?

God reads our hearts

• List the requirements of an interpreter.

(Ps 51:10-13) clean heart, right spirit, and teach transgressors 

• Give 3 points about John and we as interpreters

John was the voice – we are the hands of His Spirit

John was a lamp (Jesus the light) – we are a vessel in which the light can shine

John was a man – we are only a communicator/interpreter

John knew his role and was willing – we need to be willing also

John pointed the way – we can point the way
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Through…experiencing

What we hear and give out – we are responsible we need to give the meaning

There is more than one way to sign lift (short person on top of the other)

Lift him up …why do you need to lift Jesus up…he is not heavy.  

Lift up your heart… (look from heart)

Lift up your voice…(grab voice box and lift up voice-in the deaf community voice is sign like: hands 
exploding with noise

He lifted me … he inspired me

Love lifted me … he saved me

I’m down and he lifted me … he encouraged me

Bless the Lord … Honor

Glorify thy name … honor rolls or kiss glory

Oh Magnify the Lord … honor, exalt, praise or wave hands

Worship and adore him … kneel (bow) or give Jesus Kiss or ILY hands together

Questions Words

The one who delivers us … (who is a ?) replace with “that”

Amazing grace how sweet the sound … 

love    wow  fine          word / experience

Problem words

He will make a way for you … make is a action word (like make a cake)

God will provide answer / solutions … answer he give

Have thine own way Lord … Your plan your desire (take out HAVE)

Fill us with the Holy Ghost … glory fill back to body



It is possible to experience worship while interpreting … relax don’t try to get every word … don’t panic 
… let the Lord be in control … God will give you the skill … you will turn around and give it back to him.

134



135



136

Confidentiality – Guidelines: Interpreters who interprets for the Pastor and Deaf person 
must not reveal any confidential information 

Don’t alter the message just because it is a religious setting – convey message accurately 
– Guidelines: your are not editors and must transmit everything that is said in exactly the 
same way it was intended.  This is especially difficult when the interpreter disagrees with 
what is being said or feels uncomfortable when profanity is being used. You must 
remember that you are not responsible for what is said, only for conveying it accurately,  If 
your own feelings interfere with rendering the message accurately, you shall withdraw from 
the situation.

Interpreters shall not counsel, advise or interject personal opinions during a counseling 
setting  or sermon being preached– Guidelines: you may not omit anything which is said, or 
add anything to the situation, even when you are asked to do so by other parties involved. 
You are only present because two or more people have difficulty communicating, and thus 
the only function is to facilitate communication.  You should not become personally involved 
because in so doing he/she accepts some responsibility for the outcome.

The interpreter should avoid paternalism and taking responsibility for the deaf congregant’s 
action – you are not their parent or guardian.  Do not mother or father them, respect them 
as a brother and sister in the Lord, pray for and encourage them but do not try to become 
their parent- they are not helpless

Interpreters shall strive to further knowledge and skills through participation in workshops, 
meetings, interaction with other interpreters, and reading of current literature

Interpreters shall interpret even while not being watched by the deaf congregant If they are 
in the service you shall continue to interpret what you hear…It is not your right to “turn off 



the sound system” they will look at you when they need to

Requesting compensation is up to the interpreters discretion (many times religious terps feel 
it is an avocation not a vocation)
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Idioms

It’s about time you got up, Mary.
finally

Children need many thing, but above all they need love.
most important or list top one

The kids acted up as the stranger rang the doorbell.

behaved weird

It was clear, then all of a sudden it started to rain.
puzzled

What are you all shook up about?
what I do? / what's up

A parent can still be a good parent without being at a child’s beck and call.
homage plea / what ever you want

He had approached every friend for help, and now he was at one’s wits end.
fed up / frustrated

Bill said he could beat up Bob, but when Bob put up his fists up, Bill backed 
off.

hands off / person step back / 
physical body language

It is not nice to bad mouth people.



blabs / gossiping big mouth

He would not answer yes or no, but beat around the bush
one finger darting around the other

Trying to get him to change his mind is just beating your head against the wall.
worthless to listen to me

It is not right to criticize a person behind their back.
slap back over shoulder / behind back

Everything is black and white to Bill; if you are not his friend you are his enemy
Black and white / hand in front of face

To break the ice, Sally spoke of her interest in ice-skating
socialize 

Al brown noses his teachers all the time.
brown rub on nose
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Idioms Continued

Money burns a hole in Linda’s pocket.
hands flip out at pocket - blow on hands - money gone

After a year of hard work, Betty was burned out.
chin gone – throw out from chest

The two men had been enemies for a long time, but after the flood they 
buried the hatchet.

forget both 
hands

Bob’s weakness in his ankles was cross to carry.
inside hold it in one hand or 2 hands

Wasting good advice on people who won’t listen is like casting pearls before 
the swine.

point to ear throw it away

Jesus said the person without sin could cast the first stone.
blame (point out others fault)

Mark was too much of a cheapskate to contribute to the fund.
selfish with money

Ralph wanted to ask Bonnie for a dance, but he got cold feet.
nervous with legs (fingers shaking) or biting nails

Finally, Paula came to her senses and realized her mistake.
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thought pop up - surprise

And it come to pass that Jesus saw the multitude and had compassion on 
them.

happen

She tried to cover up for the fact that she could not even spell her own name.
cover fist over

At first Bob was puzzled by Mary waving, but then it crossed his mind that she 
was trying to tell him something.

Mind pop up

She was dead tired at the end of the day.
worn out

The boys and girls were down in the dumps when their team lost the game.
depressed

When it came time to introduce my neighbor, I drew a blank on his name.
thought left – empty mind

Bob likes hanging out with the far out group.
gone – (5 hand goes to s) fancy
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Idioms Continued

He is always behind the times when it comes to new developments.
behind technology

He is bent on buying a new car no matter what else he must sacrifice.
decided

The fact that you arrived late is beside the point.
doesn’t matter / not the point

We had better than a hundred people attend the meeting.
more than

His qualifications for the job are beyond question.
no doubt

Why did Bob blow up during the meeting?
mind blow up (5-hand blow off fist)

The problem boiled down to a lack of interest in the project.
point what

Some people say that redhead have a low boiling point.
hot mind

We ran out of doe / bread (money) and had to return home.
money gone / broke

Operator, could you break in on the phone call?
interrupt

How do you break off a conversation with an incessant talker?
interrupt or separate
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Jim and Jane broke up last week
brake up

Fred broke out with hives
spread out over body

I broke from the group when I heard they began to advocate violence.
detached /  jumped out

He brought about many changes in his lifetime.
caused
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Religious Terms and Idioms

Pharisees – Jewish Religious Group (religion with a “P”)

Saducees – Old Testament (OT) group who follow only first five books of OT

Circumcise – To cut off the foreskin (one thumb cuts around the top of the 
other thumb)

Incense – “Our prayers are as an incense before him” (sweet + smell +
smoke)

The Anointed One, The Messiah - (Jesus Christ if Christian - If Jewish Holy 
One or save + person)

Son of Man – (Jesus)

It came to pass – (happen)

Idols (statue with “I”)

Atonement – Jesus became our atonement (sacrifice for sin if Christian; it 
Jewish animal sacrifice)

Be fruitful and multiply – (Do good and succeed)

Sabbath day – (Holy + day)



Miracle – (Wonderful +work)

Jerusalem, Bethlehem, Gallilee, Zion, first letter (“J” + city)

Hebrew – Jewish + language or Hebrew people – (God + Special + people)

Daughter of Zion – Early name for Jerusalem (Z + city)

Holy of Holies – (Most + holy + place)

New Covenant – (New + agreement)

New Jerusalem – The bride of Christ  (New + J + City)

Sanctify – (Make holy)

Bridle – (Control)
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Practice Interpreting these Idioms

Remember – interpret the meaning – not the words.
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Fingerspelling Stories

Make a story by fingerspelling the word. Have fun making a picture story.
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Mime These:

My house – Where do you sleep?

My neighbors house – big / little - mow between – look up and down at neighbors house –
tree 

grows up falls big house – elevator – send kids off with money

My family – I have 4 children – stair step  boy / girl / boy girl

My car – small / 2 door / stick or standard /gas tank – big small / color (point to shirts) / old 
or    

new - hard to  start (hit dash)

My job – janitor / factory worker / student / scientist /mail man sorter / operator

The wormy apple – gather apples from around tree – put into basket – carry basket into 
house 

– sort apples – pick apple up throw over shoulder pick another put aside –
pick apple and cut open – worm comes out throw over shoulder – pick 

another apple eat it

The velvet dress – Lady goes to a dress store – opens door – walks to a rack and pick a 
dress off the rack holds it up to her self in the mirror.  Puts the dress on – little boy 

feels the dress – gets hand slapped – feels again – hand is slapped again



The marching band – marches in place pounding on drum – gets back in step - march 
playing trombone

At the parade – stand talking to someone on the street distracted by movement – points and 
solutes as they pass by – laughs at someone marching nudges other party 
laughs – points at someone and mimics marching with arms – claps at the 
band – grabs broom and starts to sweep following the parade
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Teacher:

Read the directions to the student – don’t let them see the diagram. This will sure to 
challenge everyone in the class,
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Print this sheet to practice more with English verses ASL
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Some of the myths about deafness.

1. All hearing loss is the same – (different levels some use a telephone)

2. A hearing aid restores hearing – (aid only helps with noise not words)

3. All deaf people want healed – (most deaf don’t want to become hearing)

What is ASL MLS PSE SEE MCE? – The Language of deaf

Do we use words we don’t mean? Like what? Cheating, Running

What do hearing people assume about deaf people? Deaf want to be prayed for

What is the first thing we need as interpreters? Oil of the Holy Ghost (Anointing)

What are we handling as interpreters? Gods Word – sharing and giving life

What do interpreters have the opportunity to do? Touch lives

English: Acts 2:1-4

And when the day of PC was fully come, they were all with one accord in one place. And 
suddenly there came a sound from heaven as a rushing mighty wind and it filled all the 
house where they were sitting. And there appeared unto them cloven tongues like as of fire, 
and it sat upon each of them.  And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to 
speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance.

ASL: Acts 2:1-4

Now happen PC day all Jew people gather place. Happen sound heaven sound wind filled 
room like fire individuals flame (on head). People spread all fill Holy Spirit speaking 



tongues.

What do interpreters interpret? What hearing people say and what deaf people sign.

What do interpreters need to have? Tough Skin

Will interpreters be criticized? By who? Hearing & Deaf
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